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Purpose Statement

Visual narratives in the city are fundamental in the creation and
maintenance of an urban history. Through this project, we seek to
identify colonial narratives present in commemorative signage
around Mount Pleasant that challenge Indigenous cultural access in

the city.

Methods Overview

Figure 1. Workflow diagram of the groups study (Tracy Tan).

Data Collection:

Data Processing: Qualitative Coding
Data Analysis and Interpretation
Output

We used Qualtrics to collect data on signage, and mapped these
findings using GIS.

Figure 2. Map of the Mt. Pleasant area (boundary in brown)
with the routes of data collection from the group (blue)
(Cooper Kucera).

Figure 3. Sample Picture of a Discovered Sign
(Nadia Vukicevic).

Highlights From Findings

Results: Mount Pleasant History Boards project by the Mount
Pleasant Business Improvement Association (52.7%), City of
Vancouver (16.7%), the Vancouver Heritage Foundation (16.7%),

and the Vancouver Public Library (8.3%)

Main themes:
» Absence of indigenous representation and history

- Encoded colonialism

* Indigenous cultural exclusion
- Business and capitalism

* Business as an agent
- Business and capital as infrastructural expansion

* Community and culture
- Narratives of heritage and community culture

* Assertion of community values
- Depoliticized histories

Key Recommendations

1. Expanding the Colonial Audit: comprehensive review of
colonial narratives

2. ldentification of commemorative signage projects:
local neighborhood based commemorative signage
projects through local community organizations

3. Analysing commemorative sign content: textual
signage analysis to identify thematic patterns
throughout Vancouver
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Figure 4. Word Bubble of the most frequent codes found in our coding
process. Indigeneity was only found three times throughout all 37 signs

(Daniel Blackmore).



