
Purpose Statement 

Purpose statement: Our project investigates the 
presence of colonial signage in Vancouver's Kitsilano 
neighborhood, exploring how these artifacts shape 
public perceptions, accessibility, and Indigenous cultural 
visibility. Our research question aims to address the key 
question: 

What colonial frameworks operate in Kitsilano? How do they 
influence public space and Indigenous representation?

Methods Overview

Our project employs site analysis, archival research, 
discourse analysis, and counter-mapping/GIS mapping 
to examine colonial narratives in Kitsilano.

1. Survey & Background Research: We document sign 
locations, characteristics, and Indigenous representation.

2. Site Exploration: We navigate key areas, beginning 
with main roads and expanding outward.

3. Data Collection: Using ArcGIS Field Maps, we 
geotag, photograph, and document artifacts in real time.

4. Discourse Analysis: We analyze colonial narratives, 
Indigenous visibility, and symbolic messaging.

5. Counter-Mapping: We visualize colonial disruptions, 
Indigenous geographies, and historical landscapes to 
challenge dominant spatial narratives.

Method Results

Transcription: After moving to Vancouver in the early 
nineties, there were many new things to see and do, 
things that were unique to the West Coast. None was as 
odd as the Annual Bathtub Race across the Georgia 
Strait from Nanaimo to Vancouver.

Highlights From Findings 

Most signs are part of the vancouver story project. The 
signs appear to be made of a durable, weather-resistant 
material, likely laminated plastic or metal with a printed 
vinyl overlay. Given its placement outdoors and exposure 
to rain, the material is designed to withstand 
environmental conditions. However, signs of wear and 
weathering suggest that they have been in place for a 
long time. The signs are attached to a metal pole, 
possibly using adhesive backing or metal fasteners. The 
placement suggests it is part of a public information 
initiative, likely by the City of Vancouver or a local 
historical society. 

Key Recommendations

The primary goal of data collection was to inform the city 
about the presence of artifacts with a colonial narrative. 
We recommended that the City work in collaboration 
with local Indigenous communities to interpret, replace 
or add to this data.  

Additionally, explore adopting a framework for 
addressing colonial narratives in public spaces, results in 
a more consistent approach to how the City undergoes 
practices of reconciliation. Using our outlined model of 
data collection, methodology and analysis, our research 
can be used as a model for conducting research in other 
neighborhoods within Vancouver. 

List of signs.

Sample sign.
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