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Purpose Statement

In Canada, young adult voter turnout is at one of its
lowest points in decades. The most common reasons
contributing to voter apathy are disinterest, lack of
knowledge, disconnect from politicians, and lack of trust
in politicians. With this in mind, how can the Canadian
education system address these issues and increase
interest in political participation among young adults?

Methods Overview

We produced a workshop toolkit aimed at educating
youth about election processes involving interactive
activities and a lecture component. This includes an
icebreaker introducing First Past the Post voting,
followed by a lecture explaining the voting structure
within Canada including how ridings influence politics.
Our main activity introduces Ranked Choice voting to
students as an alternative form of voting. We concluded
the presentation with a segment on voter registration
before inviting participants to fill-out a post activity
survey to collect feedback.
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Highlights From Findings

Our survey finds that participants reported an increased
understanding of First Past the Post and Rank Choice
Voting systems but a decline in understanding of
electoral ridings. Surprisingly, the likelihood of
participants to vote in future elections decreased, which
went against our intended outcomes of increasing the
likelihood for participants to vote. An analysis of
qualitative data suggests that the topic at hand is
complex in nature and the workshop was not engaging
enough. We used this feedback alongside our field notes
to make recommendations on how we can make the
workshop work better for our target demographic.

Key Recommendations

Based on the data, we identified three recommendations
that could help improve the toolkit: removing discussion
on electoral ridings and focusing more on voting plans,
decreasing the complexity of voting exercises, and
educating how votes are counted. The adjustment of
transitioning to discussing voting plans could make the
workshop more effective at its key goal of increasing
youth interest in voting in future elections. For the
second recommendation, we use the same formula for
both activities by including a brief discussion time before,
for participants to discuss their opinions on the voting
topic, and then to have a silent voting period. The last
recommendation addresses the issues of discussions
becoming dry and making the toolkit more cohesive
overall.
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